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MP plans to impose cess to
fund cow welfare, says CM

Malnourished Kids
Will Be Given Milk,
Not Eggs: Shivraj

Times News NETWORK

Bhopal/Ujjain: Madhya Pra-
desh chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan held the first
cow cabinet meeting on Sunday
inBhopal,and said he was mull-
ing a cess to mop up funds for
cow welfare. Malnourished
children will be given milk, not
eggs, inmidday meals, he said.

The CM had -earlier an-

nounced that the ‘gau cabinet’
would have its first meeting in
the cow sanctuary in Agar-Mal-
wa’s Salaria village, some
220km from Bhopal, but eventu-
allyheld itviavideo-conference.
Hevisited thesanctuarylaterin
the day, and said it would be
turned into a model for the
country.

During his visit to the cow
sanctuary in Salaria village,
Chouhansaid, “Tam thinking of
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imposing a minor tax on the
public to raise money that can
beused for the upkeep of gaush-
alas (cowsheds).”

Herecalled how it was prac-
tice earlier to “take out the first
roti for cows.and half a roti for
dogs”. “But this culture is van-
ishing... So we are thinking of
levying a small cess on the pub-
lic to use the money for main-
taining cow sheds.”

The government will drafta
policy for cow protection and
welfare, and hassoughtsuggest-

ions from social organisations,
institutes and cow experts,
Chouhan said. A ‘cow tourism’
policy will be rolled out to con-
nect today’s generation with
gauseva.

Aspart of the scheme, milk
willbegiventokidsinanganwa-
dis, he said, adding: “This will
not only improve children’s
health but also increase the
earningof farmers.”

Atthe virtual meeting earli-
erintheday, Chouhan called for
‘maximum productive utiliza-

tion’ of cow urine (gaumutra)
for medicinal purposes, and
cow-dung as fertilizer and eco-
friendly fuel. At the meeting in
Salaria, the Sant Samaj from
Gujaratsaid thereisneed topro-
mote ‘gau-seva tourism’. The
CM suggested that pesticidesbe
made from gau-mutra to “free
usfrom poisonous chemicals”.

Six departments are part of
the cow cabinet — animal hus-
bandry, agriculture, panchayat,
forests, home and revenue —
and they will all work with syn-
ergy, hesaid.

At the cow sanctuary, the
CM spoke with sadhus and pre-
sented a proposal for voluntary
organizationstorun gaushalas.
“On the auspicious occasion of
Gopashtami today, there is a
feeling that a policy regarding
gau-seva should be made in
Madhya Pradesh,” he said, add-
ing: “Instead of gaushalas be-
ing run by the government
alone, it would be better to con-
nect with voluntary organiza-
tions that believe in this and
haverespectforit.”



